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INTRODUCTION
by The Yearbook committee

Willie Mullins' Stables
by Louise Gillson
In November 2018, two of the three Transition Year classes

Welcome to the Transition Year yearbook of 2018/19. The yearbook team this year was: DJ O’ Brien Doyle, Patrick Corcoran,
Jamie Dollard, Jack Delaney, Ruairi Fitzpatrick, Conor O’ Boyle,
Connor Savage, Gary Keane and Owen Kelly. We would like to
thank everyone who submitted articles, pictures and samples of
work to this record of our very busy and enjoyable year. A lot of
hard work has been put into this from ourselves and our teachers Ms. O’ Connell and Ms. Gillson so we hope you enjoy reading.
In the yearbook, you’ll find articles written by our classmates
about a wide range of topics, from students’ experiences in their
work to some stories from some of our TYs Zambia Immersion
Project.

were lucky to visit the Racing Stables of champion trainer Willie
Mullins. Tuesdays are a “work” day in Closutton for the horses
getting ready to run, what a sight to behold, up to sixty horses

on the Closutton gallops at any one time. All the well known
jockey were there including Ruby Walsh, Paul Townsend, David
Mullins and Willie’s son Patrick, the record breaking champion
amateur rider. In hindsight we were lucky to meet recently returning legend, Ruby Walsh. Willie was there supervising the
horses' progress and quietly debriefing each rider after the horses worked. To Shairp, from Durrow, he then took us on a hour of
the yards where we met “lead lad” Dick with the great
“Faugheen”. We saw many of the well known stars of the season in Irish racing including the mare “Lauricia” and the Cheltenham Golf Cup winner Al Boom Photo.
Thanks to team Mullins for being so welcoming and for giving of
their time at a very busy time of year.
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GAISCE
by Christian Kenny-Oman

INTRODUCTION
by Louise Gillson

On Monday the 1st of April and Tuesday the 2nd of April,
62 TY students hit the road for Lough Dan, the final stage to
complete our Bronze Gaisce award. In order to complete the

Gaisce Bronze award you must complete 3 activities over 13
weeks. The expedition is the final piece in the jigsaw. The group
must hike 25km over 2 days to receive the bronze award. We
departed St Mary's CBS at 9:00am and arrived into Lough Dan
at about 10:30. As soon as we arrived, we dropped our bags off
straight away and headed for the mountains. Three hours later
and we had walked 10km. After hiking 10km we were running on
empty and dived straight into our dinner, Pasta Bolognese which
was unbelievably good. As the sun set on a long day, we played
a match of football. After 30 minutes we headed to our rooms
and chilled out for the night. On Tuesday morning we all geared
up and grabbed a quick breakfast before we started our 15km
hike. The day dragged and we were all tired and had big bags

under our eyes which looked like they could hold a sack of potatoes. It took us 5-6 hours to complete. Finally, we arrived at the
end of our hike, and we all celebrated as if in victory. Departing
Lough Dan at 3:00pm, we arrived back at the school at 4:30. We
all got off the bus and as we walked to our collection point, our
legs felt like jelly after hiking 25km.

Welcome to this year’s Transition Year annual. As you will see from
the articles and photographs , the three classes have experienced
many new places and met some really interesting people too . I am
delighted this record of those experiences has finally come to fruition.
In years to come I suspect many of you will recall those days away
from school with great fondness and will be delighted that you contributed to this book.
A big thank you to Eadaoin O’Connell my comrade , who devoted herself entirely to the success of the programme and who made the wonderful school musical a priority and a memorable experience for so
many of our students. There have been many highlights including four
days in Italy , four University visits and trips too numerous to mention.
Finally a huge congratulations to our successful Mini company ,Hurlz
Stanz which put us back on the entrepreneurnial map by winning Second prize in the national competition against 20,000 plus other mini
companies. Thanks to their teachers Emma Lynch and Deirdre Moore.
To Eoin Moran who featured in the final shake up in a national Microsoft Word competition final. Teacher : Paul Cahillane. Well done to
John Davis who placed 5th in the national Playwright competition .Finally good luck to our Mock Trial team heading to Galway court
House tomorrow with Niamh Hyland.
I want to thank my dedicated editing team who put this yearbook together.
Remember boys : it’s all about commitment….”If you enlist, you must
soldier”…….and “Life is all about showing up!”
Thanks to management and staff, parents and students for your continued support.

Louise Gillson
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TY Outings
Emo court 05/09/18
TY Summit 12/09/18
Carlingford 17-19/09/18
Dunamaise Arts 25/09/18

Dunmore Caves & Kilkenny Castle 02/10/18
Trinity University & 1916 Tour 09/10/18
Zeminar RDS 13/11/18
Castlecomer Adventure Centre 23/10/18

Dj O’brien-Doyle, Jules Ramos and Conor O’Boyle at
the Scifest competition in Athlone

RDS Dublin 14/11/18
Willie Mullins 20/11/18
UL Limerick 04/12/18
SciFest 29/01/19
Health Fest 31/01/19

UCD 05/02/19
Midlands Park Hotel (Regional SciFest Competition) 28/03/19
Lough Dan 1-2/04/19
Italy Trip 15-18/04/19
DCU 31/04/19
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SCIFEST
by DJ O’Brien-Doyle
For SciFest my group consisted of DJ O'Brien Doyle,
Jules Ramos, Conor O'Boyle and myself our project
was about the two main ways to train your muscles.
The two main types of muscle training are bodybuilding
and strength training our project had 2 of our members
who go to the gym frequently try each method. Jules

TY Guest Speakers
Drive for Life 16/10/18
Emmet Byrne 19/10/18
Healthy Lifestyles Program, Jeff & Agatha 05/11/18
Saint Vincent De Paul Volunteers 20/1/18
Personal Safety, Alex Walsh 27/11/18

and Conor started the project. Jules did strength train-

Shane Casey 29/11/18

ing for the first 8 weeks & Conor did bodybuilding for

James Fahey, Mock Trial 17-18/12/18

the first 8 weeks. On the day of the in-school competird

tion we placed 3 but all the judges and our teachers

CrossFit instructor 08/01/19

felt as we could do much better in the regional. To im-

Tony O’Reilly February 2019

prove our project, we started to measure the muscles

Drumming workshop 04/03/19

to see which training increase the size more. We also
decided to add myself and DJ to the project I would do
the bodybuilding for the remaining 8 weeks and DJ did

CSI Experience 14/03/19
John Walsh, First Aid 21/5/19

bodybuilding for the final 8 weeks. On the day of the
regional in Athlone we had tripled the content in our
project and had also made our booklet and poster way
more professional. On the day we came up short and
failed to win any awards, but the experience was

great.
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inside the Criminal Courts of Justice (CCJ). This building holds a total of 22 courts. The CCJ is located up
beside the Phoenix Park in Dublin.
The next day we hit the road once again to go and
see the Dáil. This gave us a look at the life of a politician.
For the final day we went to the local fire station and
were shown what a firefighter is supposed to do
when attending a fire. We were separated into
groups for activities like CPR, and we were given a
rough guide to a day in the life of a fireman. We
three boys then went on to receive a certificate of
completion from the Chief Executive of Portlaoise
Garda Station.
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GARDAÍ WORK EXPERINCE
by Christian Kenny-Oman

On the 8th of April 2019, three students, Mathew
Delaney, Conor Dempsey an I attended a full week of
work experience with An Garda Síochana. This was a
great opportunity for us to get an insight into the life
of a Guard from An Garda Síochana.
On the Monday morning at 9am the boys met with
Officer Patrick O’Donoghue at Portlaoise Garda Station and then hit the road for Templemore. On arrival we toured the campus of the Garda college and
we were given a good briefing of what the training is
like in order to become a member of An Garda Síochana.
On Tuesday morning we were greeted at the Garda
station by a CSI worker and the Armed forced unit.
We then went on at 12pm to a visit to the Midlands
Regional Prison where we were given the rundown
of what happens to a prisoner when he arrives in
and what happens to prisoners before they are
locked up; we also received a detailed account of the
daily routine for prisoners.
On the third morning we hit the road at 10am to see
44
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MY FAVOURITE MOMENT IN TY
by Conor O’Boyle

I was a part of the PL Design team (Portlaoise), I
created logos for clients. I’ve always wanted to be a
freelance graphic designer and this gave me the
perfect chance to give it a go.

I loved how I had to talk to the clients and discuss
what they would like for the face of their company
and talk about colours and shapes and object and
stuff like that. Then I would sketch out ideas and
develop them and show the clients and get their
thoughts on which ideas they like and then develop
further and hopefully show them a finished piece or
two for them to choose.
The best part of my job was when I saw my clients
so excited to buy their new logo and when they tell
me “THAT’S CLASS COB” and then when they ask
me how I made it and then them getting bored
when I start to explain how the software work! But I
really enjoyed it!
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CARLINGFORD
by Jamie Dollard
The Trip to Carlingford was a long-awaited trip for all of
the TY students. It was a 3-day trip full of activities
such as kayaking, archery laser tag and much more.
We left the school at 9 A.M. We arrived around 2 hours
later and were split into our rooms and got into our first
activity which was kayaking in the lake, a mere fiveminute walk away. This was my personal favourite activity; the water was cold, but we stuck it out. Later in
the day after we had food and unpacked, we played
Frisbee Golf which was hard because it was windy but
was still good fun. The next day after breakfast there
was archery and laser tag. The laser tag was about a
30-minute walk away and it was in the woods. We got
to wear camouflaged jump suits which helped us blend
in with the environment and make it even more challenging. That night there was a murder mystery set up
which involved us walking around the town in teams
trying to find clues to solve the murder. My team drew
1st place I had a lot of fun doing this with my friends because it involved us putting our heads together and
staying away from our phones. On the last day there
was a storm that hit Carlingford, the same storm that
was responsible for the second day cancellation of the
National Ploughing Championships. The power in the
town was down and we didn’t know whether we would
be able to leave or not but eventually we were able to
get home safely from a trip that we will all remember
for a very long time.
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dodging hits,
So keep your head up,
Keep fighting til your winning,
Forgive and then forget because this life is unforgiving,
Keep going and keep pushing,
And never ever stop,
Don’t let the haters get to you just make it to the
top,
Don’t take it to the heart,
Just keep running fast,
Because when you running races just know that
you’ll never finish last.
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HOPE RAP SONG
by Charles Agha

There’s so much hate in this world,
But no respect,
So many people doing wrong and they now regret,
So many people just don’t care so they just be
killing,
And then they look you in the eye and tell you
your the villain,
And now you sad,
You say you wanna die,
You don’t say it face to face,
Just bottle it inside,
And while you lay in bed,
I know you start to cry,
Just remember that there’s always someone by
your fucking side,
With all these damn choices,
You know you gotta choose,
But next time you fight a battle,
Just know you’ll never lose,
Man I hope that you will memorize
I hope that you’ll still be alive
I hope that you will realize
That rap is what I specialize
40
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Besides all the law theory and the mock trial, he regaled us with stories of court cases about car accidents ,people doing insurance fraud and some murders too. Overall it was a really good two-day law
course ; he kept everyone entertained by making a
lot of jokes with the group. I would recommend him
to other schools due to law being a big thing in life
and also that I feel I learned a lot about life from the
two days.
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TWO DAY LAW COURSE
by Taemour Basharat

James Fahy a certified barrister of Ireland came to
our school for a two-day law course. He gave us an
introduction to law in Ireland and all our rights as
citizens in this country by showing us a book about
the constitution of Ireland, Bunreacht na hEireann.
He outlined the fundamentals of the amendments
to the constitution to show us how to work around
certain legal situations . James explained in detail all
the court systems in Ireland, for example the District
court, Supreme court and the cases they would deal
with and their maximum sentences or fines that
those courts can impose.
We prepared and participated in a mock trial where
a local resident had put a gate on a public road
blocking the entrance to a bog where one of the residents had tried to cut it down . Essentially this was
the premise of the case. So, we had to pick students
to role play the principal characters in the trial and
to also form the jury.
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John decided to take part in a table quiz qualifier as he
felt he had a good chance with the teammates on his
team of progressing to the next stage of the competition. Before the qualifier he did some extensive studying and it paid off as his team won the qualifier and
progressed to the next round. And because he continued to ‘show up` and put the work in his team won 1st
place in his county table quiz. This was one of John’s
experiences of ‘showing up in life` and finally started to
understand the meaning of the phrase.
Another experience he had was when John started
Gaisce (presidents award). He had to ‘show up` and
put himself out there as he had to engage in many activities such as community involvement by helping out
those in need i.e. Charity work. And because he
‘showed up in life` he earned a bronze medal because
he put himself out and engaged in various activities
In conclusion as we can see from the story John realised that though you may be relaxed at first in life the
best thing to do is to ‘show up` in order to achieve the
best you possibly can.
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‘LIFE IS ABOUT SHOWING UP’
by Aaron Lawlor
Life is about showing up. It is about doing things or activities that are out of your usual comfort zone. In life
you only get what you put into it. Our school motto is
‘From each his best`. I gather a great amount of information from this as I feel this implies to get the best out
of life you have to show up and put yourself out in order to achieve the best you possibly can throughout
life. Below I will use an example of a kid and his experience of the title ‘life is about showing up.
My story is going to based on a child called John. He
was a normal kid had just finished the Junior Cert. For
his Junior Cert he did not do much studying and didn’t
achieve the results he knew he was capable of getting.
This goes back to the title of this essay ‘life is about
showing up` as he did not put enough effort in. After
getting his results he regretted not showing up and decided to do Transition Year for the experience and also
because he thought it would be a good year off. He put
his name down, paid for it but didn’t give much thought
during the Summer holidays until September when he
started back in school.
When John started Transition Year he thought it was a
big easy at first. He didn’t really pay much attention to
the competitions on offer as he was a bit lazy and didn’t want to do them. When he did enjoy the amazing
trips on offer in Transition Year and was a good and
well behaved student in class he was a bit relaxed in
other areas in TY. But when the opportunity to represent the school in a table quiz and Gaisce (presidents
award) arose his relaxed attitude changed.
36
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U16 FOOTBALL
by Josh Mulhall

We first started training in early September. We were training
after school for 2-3 weeks then we started to train Monday
mornings at 7:30 before school. We had our first practice match
against Naas CBS who were a strong side and unfortunately we
lost by 3 points in a very close match. After a long few weeks of
hard training sessions and practice matches, we had our first
league match against Mountrath, which we won comfortably in
the end. We then won every single game in the league beating
the likes of Kilkenny CBS and Dunlavin. Then after all our hard
work we reached the semifinals, facing our rivals Heywood. This
is the match Mr. Cahillane has prepared us for all season and
we were ready. All the lads fought hard including myself and we
got the job beating them by a score line of 4-10 to 1-11. After all
our hard work and we finally got to the final, facing Bagenalstown of Carlow. On the day of the final,the school was buzzing
and we were ready. When we got there we could tell there was
a very strong wind going down the pitch that helped in the first
half as it finished 3-9 to 0-3 at halftime. But Bagenalstown
fought back in the second half with the wind at their back, scoring 2-9 but thankfully we held on to win it out. We were then
crowned U16 South Leinster Champions.
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FOCUS IRELAND
by Fergus Sheehy
For Focus Ireland we had an overnight stay in the school
grounds to raise funds. It was a Friday night and the weather
was bad outside. It was raining too much so we weren’t able to
sleep outside so instead, we all slept in the GPA. We all arrived
at about nine o clock in the evening. For the first few hours we
played soccer in the GPA and ordered pizza and spice bags.
After a while we settled down and started getting the sleeping
bags and coats ready for sleeping in. Some of the lads played
music on the speaker for a few hours and then people started to
fall asleep. It wasn’t easy trying to get to sleep listening to Mr.
Mulhall snoring so much! Eventually we managed to all fall
asleep through all the noise. The next morning when we woke
up we were all given breakfast rolls which were class. Fair play
to the rafters staff who got up early to make us the fresh rolls.
Over €1000 was raised for Focus Ireland to help the homeless
so the sleep-out was definitely a success.
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MOCK TRIAL

‘THE MISSION’ FILM REVIEW
by Owen Kelly

by Cian Aird
“The Mission” is a film that was made in 1986. It was written by
Robert Bolt and directed by Roland Joffé. Robert De Niro, Jeremy Irons and Liam Neeson are the main characters in the film.
The film is set in 18th Century South America.

The film begins with Father Gabriel, a Jesuit priest, entering the
Guarani Lands. His aim was to build a mission and convert the
natives to Christianity. When he is accepted by the natives, he
begins to build a civilisation and convert them to Christianity.
Rodrigo Mendoza was a wealthy slave trader. He made his living by kidnapping natives and selling them to Spanish plantations. When Rodrigo returned from a trip his fiancée, Carlotta,
told him that she loved his half-brother, Felipe. Rodrigo, blinded
by rage, killed Felipe in a sword fight. Rodrigo then became depressed and when he was visited by Father Gabriel, he agreed
to undertake a penance as he was looking for redemption. Rodrigo then joined Father Gabriel on his return to the mission. He
had to carry his sword and his armour with him as his penance.
There is a tense scene when they reach the mission as the natives recognise Rodrigo as the slave trader who captures their
people. After a brief stand-off the natives forgive Rodrigo. Rodrigo then takes the vows to become a Jesuit priest.
After a change in the law the Guaranís land which once belonged to Spain now belonged to Portugal. The Portuguese colonials wanted to enslave the natives againist the wishes of the
Jesuit priests. When Cardinal Altamirano visited the mission, he
was astounded by its success although it was still not enough to
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The “Mock Trial” started off as one of six optional short courses
that the Transition year group was offered in the term starting in
January 2019. For the first 3 weeks we did debating and public
speaking so we could learn how to project our voice, create cogent arguments and think on our feet. These skills are key to
success whether one is prosecuting or defending a case in
court. Recently our preparation for the “Law Education for
Schools - Mock Trial” competition has really intensified. The programme and competition is run by James Fahy which happens
on Friday the 17th of May, after this yearbook goes to print, so I
won’t be able to give a result.We have practised speeches and
arguments which are relevant to the cross examination of testimonies. Since we finished the musical we have been concentrating on the mock trial with Miss Hyland, who gave up her free
time to this daily. Trying to perfect it is the goal and we know we
have left no stone unturned, so we do our best on the day. The
witnesses have improved their delivery of their statements with
each go. We have had adopted the accents and personality of
the characters. Ms Hyland has been a huge help to us in improving our performance and she organised students who performed in previous years to share their experiences and advise
us on points to improve. She also got a real-life solicitor, Josephine Fitzpatrick, to come in so we could ask her questions
about the case and how to act like a lawyer. It has been very enjoyable and we are all looking forward to doing it on the day.
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a presentation on what we got out of the week. The individual
assessment was an interview as if applying for Google. First we
had a work shop on CVs; after the alterations were made each
student had a one on one with a Human Resources worker as if
the interview was real. This was very useful as I gained confidence and received some new tips.
Another big part of the week was Googlers coming in and
speaking to us about their job. We had engineers show us how
to create your own search engine along with game developers
showcasing their skills and bringing some VR games. A real estate agent gave us an insight to what he does. We learned about
the security in Google and had the opportunity to shadow one of
the workers.
For public speaking we had the group projects but the toast
masters group came in to try boost confidence while talking to a
crowd. Toast masters is like debating or doing a presentation
except you don’t write anything down- you get your topic and
then you speak off the top of your head.

YouTube and Google maps were the main focuses in terms of
the apps. How to fix any mistakes on the map if you encounter
one, locating different places on the map and finding the best
routes and ways to travel. With YouTube it was all about making
your own videos, how Youtubers are paid and Google ads work.
So the content creators must reach a certain number of subscribers and views before they qualify to get paid. Google uses
these ads to make money to ensure payment to the people who
reach the required expectations.

prevent the Portuguese from closing it. Cardinal Altamirano felt
sorry for the natives and tried to convince them it was God’s
will for them to leave but they would not listen and they remained in the mission village. The Jesuits now knew that an attack from the Portuguese was imminent and they debated on
the best way to defend the mission. Against the wishes of Father
Gabriel, Rodrigo and the natives tried to use violence to defend
the mission but they were no match for the soldiers and Rodrigo
was soon killed. When the soldiers entered the village they killed
Father Gabriel and the rest of the women and children. A few
days later the few children that escaped the massacre returned
to the village to salvage some belongings before retreating
deeper into the jungle.
The themes of religion and power are the strongest themes in
the film. You will enjoy this film if you are interested in historical
events or religious films. I would prefer if more modern language
was used throughout the film as it would have been easier to
follow the storyline, although the old language was in keeping
with the setting. I think Rodrigo’s character development was
unrealistic as he went from capturing and selling the natives to
working alongside them in such a short period of time. Overall
the fast-pace of the storyline created lots of suspense and exciting moments for the viewers and therefore I would recommend
the film.

Having fun was the main purpose of the week; we each came in
knowing nobody and all left with new friends and experiences. It
was an eye opening week and I hope some day I can return to
the amazing workplace.
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ZAMBIA 2019

GOOGLE WORK EXPERIENCE
by Gavin Skehan

by Jack Delaney
The Zambia Immersion Project is a life changing experience that
sixteen students and five teachers from the school are lucky to
take part in every two years. This year six TYs went on the trip –
Jack Delaney, Eddie Critchley, Daniel O’ Toole, Marc Ramsbottom, Kevin Swayne and James Connolly - and ten 5th Years –
Thomas Dunne, Adam Duffin, Niall Carey, Michael Rogers, Brian Fingleton, Ben Dunne, Peter Conroy, Ben Brennan, Alain
Carroll and John Keogh. The team were accompanied by teachers Mr. Walsh, Mr. Brennan, Ms. Mulligan, Ms. Buckley and Ms.
Lewens. Over a year of fundraising was needed to purchase
medical supplies, donations and clothes to bring over for the
schools, orphanages and health clinics.
The team spent two weeks in Livingstone, Zambia in the heart of
Africa. On Friday February 8th 2019, we began our 25 hour journey, connecting through London Heathrow and Johannesburg,
South Africa before arriving at our destination of Livingstone. We
took the first day to settle in to Fawlty Towers Lodge, our new
home for two weeks, whilst half our bags were still on their way
from London. The day after, we met with Sister Mary Courtney
who has helped with the project for the last ten years. She runs
a travelling health clinic that provides free medical care to 2,700
people every month. Two members of the team along with a
teacher would visit these clinics every day. We would talk to the
patients and help in any way we could, it could be taking temperatures or just being there to experience it. Sister Mary was
our contact in Livingstone and made sure we were settling in
properly. We then went to mass on the Sunday. We were expecting a normal 45 minute mass, but we were wrong. We spent
three and a half hours of our Sunday morning dancing, singing
and just having a good time with the locals in their church. Every
second of it was enjoyable, the length of it was a shock at first
but it was worth it in the end.
On Monday 11th, we began our work in the primary schools in
different villages outside Livingstone – Ngwenya, Libuyu and
20

As part of my Transition Year work experience I applied for a
week long course at Google in Dublin. You are required to have
a relation that works within Google. You are then assessed on
an application stating what makes you a “googley” person. The
term means a lot of things as they refer to their workers as
“googlers”. I was selected alongside thirty nine other transition
year students from all around Ireland.
The days began at 9:30am and finished at 4:30pm. Each morning we were given our own passes which would grant us access
to anywhere around the building. I arrived every morning from
the train at 9am so I headed to the main restaurant for breakfast.
All the food was free, breakfast and dinner along with any other
snacks around the headquarters. It was an all you can eat workplace and the food was top quality in each of the seven different
restaurants which included Chinese, Thai, Italian and more.

After breakfast I would make my way up to the thirteenth floor
where our classroom was for the week although our classroom
had snacks, foosball, a pool table, lots of places to sit down and
get to know everyone and a Google Chrome-Book each.
Throughout the week Googles aims were to show us what it’s
like to be an employee, improving team work and working on
your own initiative, maybe give you an idea of what you want to
do in the future, job interview experience, public speaking, how
to use Google apps and most importantly having fun.

We explored the three buildings owned by Google by partaking
in a scavenging hunt to find certain areas, these included the
gym, swimming pool, ice cream machine and other cool areas.
We experienced all the same amenities an employee would with
all the food, hospitality and getting to use their equipment and
products.
During the week we carried out multiple group presentations and
individual assessments. Group work included making a up a
product and then promoting it on an advert made by the group,
this was with the help of Bridge 21 located in Dublin. Other
group projects were on the various non-profit organizations and
31

Q How did you think the show turned out?

A I was absolutely thrilled with the end result of the show some
people were panicking coming towards the end of it but it all
came together on the date of the first show. Everyone that saw
it had nothing but praise for the show and all the performers.
Q Would you recommend others to get involved next time if
they have the opportunity?
A I would definitely recommend others to get involved next time
being on stage and even backstage is such a good experience
and does wonders for your self-confidence and teamwork skills.
Everyone who took part in the musical this year was so upset at
the end of the week and didn’t want it to end.
Q What would your advice be for somebody taking part in another show?
A The main piece of advice I have for people thinking about
doing the musical next year is don’t hold back from doing it because you’re worried about how you look on stage or you don’t
think you’re good enough. The whole point of a school musical
is to get young people on stage most of whom have never been
on the stage and give them the experience .If you think you’d
like to do it then just go for it . you might not want to a big part
but there probably will be something for you give it your all and
don’t worry what others think of you!

Q If you get the chance would you do another school musical?
A Yes, I would 100% do it again.

Linda. We worked in pairs teaching classes ranging in size and
age, up to seventy pupils could be in one class, all eager to
learn. The Zambian grading system is different to Ireland, you
must pass a grade in order to move up to the next. This meant
some classes had pupils with ages ranging from 9-16, which
made teaching a bit tougher, thankfully, we had plenty of preparation with lesson plans, games and experience from teaching
primary schools in Ireland. Once we arrived in the schools, we
felt like celebrities. The kids came running up to the bus every
morning to greet us and would run down the road with us when
we left in the evenings. They were so passionate about learning
and were very mature and hardworking. They all enjoyed our
stories about life in Ireland just as we enjoyed theirs about Zambian life. We grew a bond with all the students after the first few
days which made it very sad to leave them after the two weeks.
Every evening, we would visit Lubasi Home, which took care of
thirty children aged 2 to 18. From the first night, every member
of the team grew a strong bond with the kids. The amount of joy
we brought them made every second of it worthwhile. Unfortunately, some of the children in the home stayed there all day,
every day so they were delighted that they had people that
came just to play with them. Some of the kids even remembered
the last group from CBS that went over in 2017. The orphanage
had goalposts, which made for some epic soccer games and a
set of swings. Thanks to the generosity of everyone who supported the project we were able to bring over clothes and donations to the orphanage. The kids fell in love with every Cúl camp
and Laois jersey they got. It really was amazing to see how
much they appreciated it all. We brought guitars with us and
spent a lot of our time singing popular Irish songs for them. The
kids in the orphanage sang a range of songs, from their traditional Zambian favourites to Lucid Dreams by Juice WRLD. Our
singing skills were really put to the test singing it with the kids.
The final day in the schools was very emotional for everyone,
including the pupils and teachers if tge schools, after forming
such a great bond with the kids then having to leave them after
what felt like such a short period of time. The whole team visited
each of the three different schools where they had an assembly
for the entire school to say goodbye. Our rendition of ‘Shotgun’
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and ‘Rattlin’ Bog’ was no match for their breathtaking performances of drumming, dancing and singing. Tears were shed
by the pupils, teachers and ourselves.
Leaving Lubasi Home had to be one of the most heartbreaking experiences of our lives. We were upset leaving the
schools, however, we’d grown such an emotional connection
with the children in the home after spending so much time getting to know them and their stories. I remember personally,
one of the kids David asking me if we’ll be back on Monday.
Once I told him we had to go back to Ireland, the expression of
pure sadness on his face is something I’ll remember for the
rest of my life. Tears were shed by every single person that
night. We all agreed we could have spent months with the
kids. We left our hurls, bags, clothes, socks, pens, pencils and
stickers for the kids and they all treated us with goodbye
cards. It was one of the quietest bus journeys back to the
lodge that night. At reflection, we agreed that even though
everyone was upset to be leaving- we made such a difference
to these kids lives and that it had to end sometime. Knowing
that we made every single child there happy lifted our spirits.
The next day, we made our way back to Portlaoise.
The ZIP project is an amazing experience that taught us so
much about the world and about ourselves. It gave us an insight as to how lucky we are over here with our education,
healthcare and family. Even though a large amount of the
Zambian people live in poverty, they are so happy with what
they have. They are the friendliest, kindest and most helpful
people I’ve ever met and I’m so grateful to have got the opportunity to go on this project. The bond that was formed with
everyone in the group and the project is something that we’ll
share for the rest of our lives.

INTERVIEW WITH JULIA CAHIL
by Ben Wall
Q Do you have any previous experience on stage?
A So I started curtain call stage school since I was about six
and I left it in second year to focus on football then from doing
our TY musical I realize how much I have missed being on stage
so I done the panto the same year with Portlaoise with the beauty and the beast I was Bella in that and it’s probably one of my
favourite experiences to date then after that I don’t Titanic with
Portlaoise musical society we done the little mermaid record on
call this year and then after that it was Joseph
Q How did you get involved in the school musical?
A So Karen the director of the Show owns curtain
call stage school so she knows me well one day her and Daniel were chatting about the show and I jokingly said if she needed any girls I’ll be up for it it turned out that she actually took the
offer seriously and that’s how I got involved in the show.
Q Did you enjoy the experience ?
A Yes it was an amazing experience I loved every second of it
and I definitely grew as a performer because it was a challenging role ,I had also made so many new friends throughout the
whole thing and I’m so grateful to everyone who helped me
throughout the show.
Q What was your favourite part of the musical?
A My favourite part of the show is at the end, when me and
Daniel sing harmonies together I love it because it’s just really
nice and relaxed compare to the rest of the show and I’m so
used to seeing with Daniel from years of stage school together
so it’s really familiar.
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PFIZER WORK EXPERIENCE
by Liam Caffrey
During the year we had lots of time to go and work in many different work places and positions. During my time in TY I got a chance
to work in Pfizer’s Newbridge plant. Pfizer is one of the world's
premier research-based biopharmaceutical companies. While
working in Pfizer’s I got to work in multiple areas within the factory
and I worked from 8:30 to 4:00.
On Monday we got an overview of what Pfizer is and does and we
were given a power point presentation on it. Then we got an overview of the B.T area which kept in contact with international
branches of Pfizer. After that overview we went into the Raw Materials unit where we saw the powder used to make the pills, packaging and storage. We saw how the incoming quality of the raw materials was tested. We were also shown how new employees are
trained to work in the factory areas and how people apply for jobs
in those areas.
On Tuesday we went to the technology labs, where we were
shown smaller versions of the large machines while they were
working and producing some pills. We were also shown the insides
of the machines and how maintenance is performed on the machines. Then we were shown waste management, which showed
us where dirty water is filtered and how it is sent back to the Kildare
water facilities. We were also shown the supply chain where the
pills are pressed together, packed and shipped off.
On Wednesday we were taken to the research labs and shown
how the drugs are tested and what equipment is needed to test the
drugs; we were also shown what environments are needed to test
the drugs. We were then taken to the technology facility where we
were shown the technology used around the building like a drone
which is used to check the state of the building’s roof after a storm
to make sure the roof isn’t damaged.
And finally on Thursday we went to the Engineering facilities
where we where shown where the building engineers worked as
they designed newer extensions to add onto the facilities. We were
also shown the packaging area of the facility. Finally we made a
presentation to the main TY co-ordinators and other heads of departments about the last four days.
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SENIOR FOOTBALL
by Eddie Critchley
At the start of the year Mr. Fitzpatrick gathered all those that
were eligible to play senior football in the GPA. Here we discussed what we could achieve if all of us put in hard work from
that point on. We began by beating both Heywood and Knockbeg, and this gave us confidence for the year to come. Ms. Williams and Mr. Duggan joined Mr. Fitzpatrick to make our management team.
In our first league game we travelled away to Coláiste Choilm
(Tullamore). We were beaten 4-16 to 0-08. This certainly wasn’t
the start to the league we had hoped for, but we were missing
key players in our team. Up next was Killina where we got a
great win. We then had to beat Ardscoil Rathangan to qualify for
the final. This game finished on a score line of 4-12 to 1-08,
which meant we were to meet Choláiste Choilm (Tullamore)
again but in the final this time. Things were to be different this
time and we won the final 1-07 to 0-06.

Finally I will outline Bangladesh. This is one of the poorest countries in the world and that is very noticeable when first entering
the country. Despite this it was a wonderful experience travelling
there with my Dad. I have to say that it was great to see such
diversity in their way of living in comparison to home. The food
also was exceptional, although I do like spicy food (good point to
note). I can imagine there will not be many visiting this country
but if the chance arises I recommend seeing this different way of
life.
All of these countries are well worth visiting in their own right. I
can only give recommendations as I had such a good time in
each. I hope to travel more as I get older but I think I’ve been
very lucky so far.

Our team now had to focus on our main objective of the year
which was the Championship. A trip away to Bunclody was in
store for us which was a very tough game. We were 8 points
down at one stage, but we came back at them and we were
leading by 1 with only a few minutes remaining. However, it
wasn’t to be our day as they replied with two late goals and won
3-07 to 1-08. Enniscorthy CBS travelled up to us for them to lose
3-14 to a single goal. We had reached a semi-final and we were
to play Scoil Dara (Kilcock) away. In a strong contest we came
out on top to win 3-11 to 2-05.
We had reached a South Leinster final and all of us were excited
to hear it was to be played in O’Moore Park. I was delighted to
see the support of our school not just on the day but in the days
leading up to the final. Unfortunately, Choláiste Choilm
(Tullamore) played extremely well and it just didn’t work out for
us on the day. Thank you to everyone who supported us
throughout the year. I really enjoyed playing Senior Football with
the school and I would like to say thanks to the players and also
Mr. Duggan, Ms. Williams and Mr.Fitzpatrick.
24

27

LIFE’S TRAVELS
by Dj O’Brien-Doyle

INTERVIEW WITH DANIEL WHELAN

by Gary Keane

Travelling abroad has to be many people’s favourite thing to do
in their lives. I have been very fortunate to journey across many
places in the world and experience new cultures. Most of my
trips have been with my father as he works around the world.
Countries I have visited include, South Africa, Australia and
Bangladesh. The journey includes many long-haul flights
through various airports such as Dubai and Heathrow. I have
encountered many cultures and traditions throughout my time.
Cultures such as traditional dances from South Africa, people
who are close to nature in Australia and poverty in Bangladesh.
From what I’ve seen South Africa is a very misunderstood country. It has been given a very bad reputation for its violence and
hostility. I have been through poverty stricken townships and
wealthy suburban districts, not at one point did I feel uncomfortable with my belongings or worried about the people around me.
The people of South Africa are very “happy go lucky” per se.
Wildlife is open to see, whether it be monkeys roaming the
streets or snakes slithering in the grass. I would highly recommend a visit there as one who has had the chance to make the
journey. It is a very cheap country to live in as an outsider. For
anyone wishing to travel and experience new things I would put
South Africa right at the top of the list.
So far my favourite place to visit is Australia. I went there on a
holiday with my Mam and Dad. We travelled to visit friends in
Perth. Whilst there we got to see many indigenous animals and
exotic sea life. We found that the people of Australia are very
close with nature and with animals. They have specific rules
aimed at protecting wild life. These rules cannot be found anywhere else in the world. As we spent time there we also observed that it is a very strict country with many laws that are adhered to, to the letter. Australians do not go outside the guidelines under any circumstance as the police are very severe with
punishment. It is a fascinating country glossed with beautiful
buildings and agriculture. This on top of constant good weather
makes for a great holiday.
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Q So how did you get into acting?
A I’ve been doing it since I was three, it’s just always something I’ve done, don’t really remember how I got into it, if I’m
honest, but all I know is that it’s been a part of my life for as long
as I can remember.
Q And what was your favourite production you were in so far?
A Has to be ‘Titanic’ with Portlaoise Music Society last November, it was the biggest show I’ve ever been in and it was a huge
success to be a part of.
Q What part did you play in that?
A Harold Bride, the radioman on the ship.
Q And what was your favourite part of ‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’?
A Probably seeing everything come together on the Wednesday before our first show, it was really something for everyone to
be proud of, seeing people experience being on stage for the
first time was great to see and joy everyone felt during the
Thursday night show with the standing ovation.
Q Would you have any tips for people starting out young or
old?
A Never be afraid to try something, when you’re not you, you’re
someone else and never be afraid to become that person for a
short time.
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