
St. Mary’s CBS Portlaoise

Incoming Parents' 

Information Night

25th

7.00 pm

From Each Their Best

We are An Edmund Rice 
School



School Times:

• Mon, Tues, Wed & Thurs:   8.55 am to 4.00 pm

• Friday: 8.55 am to 1.15 pm

• Lunch breaks are 45 minutes Mon – Thurs

• We stagger both small and lunch breaks to allow for more comfort 
and space

• All our classes are one hour

• All students must stay on school premises during lunch.

• Students may bring their own lunch or purchase from Katie’s 
Kitchen, which is on site

• Activities are organised for students by members

   of Meitheal, Treoiri, Cinnerai and our Student’s Council.

• Other lunch time clubs are also held (chess, robotics, etc)
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School 
times



School 
jackets:

• The school jacket is compulsory for 
all students – either in school or 
when they go on school 
business/tours/trips etc.

• No other jacket may be worn.

• This is only available from SHAWS

• Cost €70
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Your Son’s 
Subject 
Choices
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• All here tonight have  submitted their subject option 
choices when accepting the offer of a place.

• For any subject changes, please email your requests to 
mmurphy@portlaoisecbs.com up to August 8th.

• Also, if there is something I should know, even if during 
the summer, please email me.

• Before the school office closes on 20th June, you 
can leave your message with one of our Secretaries.

• You will be informed, by post ,in late May, of the subjects 
your son has been allocated.

• Students are allowed to change an option subject up to 
September 30th, but not any later.

mailto:mmurphy@portlaoisecbs.com


First Year Access to Tyro

• Will begin from June 20th

• Parents/guardians will receive an 
email informing them their access 
has begun and a LINK to on which 
they can register on Tyro

• You can then view your son’s profile 
and subject choices, class and more 

• Email me until August with any 
changes to subject options.
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First Year Access to our App
• Firstly, everyone needs to download this app from their 

Google/Apple store. You will be able to access our school 
app from Monday April 7th. 

• Once downloaded, you must register first, do not login 
until you register. Select your son's year, provide his 
name and that's it.

• All notifications for August /September will be posted on 
this App during the summer. 

• Keep an eye on this, especially once August begins.

• Online school payments are made through the App.

• Please turn on notifications to keep up with us!

• Any issues, please ring the office 057 35041 and Elaine 
will see you through it. 
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        Irish
Exemptions

• Does your son have an exemption from 
Irish or from Modern Languages? 

• This is a written document you should 
have received from his primary school 
when he was granted this exemption. 

• If you do not have this, he must study 
Irish for his Junior and Leaving Certificate 
when he begins 1st year, unless there is a 
reason he should qualify.

• Please do not presume your son has 
an exemption – ask his 6th class teacher 
NOW. 7



How does a     
student  

qualify for
an Irish 

Exemption?

• A child fails to attain adequate levels in basic 
language skills in his mother tongue.

• If he has a specific learning disability (such as 
dyslexia).

• A student who has lived outside of Ireland 
until 12 years of age will also qualify. The 
eligibility grounds for the exemption from 
the study of Irish are set out in DES Circular 
0053/2019 - there have been recent changes 
in the granting of exemptions.

• Please see our 'Granting of an 
Irish Exemption Policy', available on our 
school website & App
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• First Year - Year Head – Mr Conor Ryan

• Additional Education Needs (AEN) Coordinator -  Ms N Brennan

• Career Guidance / Counsellors –  Ms C Brennan, Ms C Phelan

• Class Tutors – To be decided for 1st years during the summer, as 

per the timetable
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Your Son’s Care Team



What do our 
Care Team do?

We have a weekly Care Team meeting

• Anyone who is relevant to the year groups is present, so that information can be shared both

• Constructively    

• Confidentially

• Sometimes

• a plan needs to be put in place for a student (s)

• we all need to be put in the picture (with information from the home/observations/etc)

• all is good, and we share that too.

• Who attends?

• All 6 Year Heads 

• SEN Coordinator

• One of the Guidance Counsellors

• At least 1 or more of the 3 – Principal / DP / DP

• Home School Liaison Coordinator 10



Our 
Meitheal

&
Cinnerai

LeadLeaders
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• Meitheal are ten 6th years who were 
selected to be part of this programme in 
our school.

• They each take part in 1 week’s training 
during June for their role of mentoring 1st 
years - in their transition from primary to 
secondary levels.

• Due to rising numbers in 1st years, we 
now have an additional senior student 
group, Cinnerai (which means ‘leader’ in 
Irish)

• This means that about 20 student leaders 
will have their own list of 17 students to 
support, especially in those early weeks.



  Additional Learning Support 
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If 
your 

son 
has:

13

• Received any additional learning support in primary school?

• Been granted an Irish exemption?

• Had a psychological assessment for any reason?

• Had access to an SNA?

• Approved for a laptop? (Assistive technology)

• Have a diagnosis of dyslexia, dyspraxia, dyscalculia, ADHD or any 
other learning need?

• Have a diagnosis of Autism, ASD or Aspergers?

• Have a physical, hearing, visual, or other sensory need?

If so, leave your son's name and his primary school name with me 
at the end of the meeting and Ms Brennan will contact you.



Primary 
school 

visits by 
our AEN 

Team
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Members of the SEN Team will 
visit / contact all feeder primary 
schools during April & May 2025

They will meet the  6th class 
teachers to gather relevant 
information about your son’s 
learning needs

In late May, the students who will receive 
learning support are invited into the 
school for a morning to become familiar 
with their new school – if you have made 
contact with Ms Brennan, you will be 
invited.

Each primary school sends the 
Education Passport FOR ALL 
STUDENTS during the summer, 
which helps inform the school



If your son 
missed the 
CAT4
EntranceExam 
on 8th  
February  
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There will be a second sitting at a 
date to be decided during 1st year

A €30 fee is payable to cover the cost 
of the following assessments over 
the next 2 years

CAT4 

GRT (Group Reading Test in 1st 
& 2nd year) 

PTM (Progress Test in Maths in 
1st & 2nd year)



Our 
Autism 

Classes in
Solas

• In 2020 we began with  2 Autism special classes. We now 
have 3 classes, along with a kitchenette, multisensory room, 
three classrooms and an office - equipped for 22 students 
with 5 teachers and 8 SNA’s.

• It has proven itself to be a massive personal success for those 
students and their families.

• If your son has a diagnosis of Autism, and the diagnosis 
recommends that he have access or need of a special autism 
class, you should make this known to us tonight.

• As per our Admissions Policy, those students who are 
already  enrolled in the CBS will have first call on the next 
available place. Please talk to us, especially after September, 
if you feel your son is not settling well into mainstream, and 
if he has the recommendation for a place in an autism class. 
We can then work with you to achieve a better outcome for 
your son’s future education. 16



New Book Scheme
• All texts and workbooks will be provided by the school

• Most stationary will be provided also, as per the subjects your son has chosen.

• Any change in subject requires your son to return the subject text(s) he is leaving before getting the 
new texts. 

• There is an onus to keep the books in the same condition in which they got them, and to replace the 
value of what is lost or destroyed when the time comes to return them.

• If a student has received a text (we use a scan out and scan in system) and loses it, it is the 
responsibility of the parent/guardians to replace it as soon as possible.

• If your son has chosen one or 2 of the practical subjects, there is an additional charge to help 
supplement the wood, steel, plastic, paper, art and other materials which are extremely expensive.

• This list of fees and other information which you may need to know will be on the school app during 
the month of June.

• Any subject changes during the summer should be by email to mmurphy@portlaoisecbs.com by 
Friday August 8th, so that we can readjust the number of texts for each subject in time for school to 
start. 

• Parents/guardians MUST collect books in school during the week of 11th August – dates for different 
classes to be confirmed. Again, all information will be on the App. 17
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www.portlaoisecbs.com

iPad Information Night 2025
March 25th
Mr. Brennan



Why iPads?

Enhancing Learning & Engagement

• Supports different learning styles and needs and makes learning more engaging.

Developing Key Skills for the Future

• Encourages independent learning, creativity, and problem-solving while preparing students 
for a technology-driven world – Educational reform

Organization & Efficiency

• All notes, assignments, and resources in one place reducing 

the need for heavy schoolbags.

Inclusive & Accessible Learning

• Built-in accessibility tools help students with diverse needs.

Safe & Controlled Environment

• Managed by the school with restrictions on non-educational use.



iPad Information 2025

The cost of  an iPad 64 GB                                            €399

Recommended heavy-duty case and Touch pad 
keyboard                                                                        €99
 
Wriggle services and support                                           €120

Total                                                               €618 

The Online Store opens in April (further information on the order process will 
follow) with our Unique Store code: 02742671

The iPad is COMPULSORY and must be purchased from Wriggle before the 
closing date. No physical textbooks are included with the iPad order as these 

will be provided by the school.



iPad Information 2025

This eBook redeem process will be facilitated by the school with comprehensive iPad 
training provided during the first week of  term.

Helpful Links:

Link to Wriggle - How to order an iPad

Link to Wriggle – Downloading eBooks

Link to Wriggle – Wriggle Connect Family Videos

Link to Wriggle – Insurance options

Link to Wriggle – Payment plan

Any issue please contact our iPad Coordinator Mr G Brennan by email gbrennan@portlaoisecbs.com 

https://wriggle.ie/parents/ordering/how-to-order/
https://wriggle.ie/parents/ordering/download-ebooks/
https://family.wriggleconnect.ie/
https://wriggle.ie/parents/ordering/insurance-repairs/
https://wriggle.ie/parents/ordering/payment-options/
mailto:gbrennan@portlaoisecbs.com


iPad Information 2025



CBS From Each His Best Scholarship

• Each year we offer two scholarships to two students who meet the 
high criteria of excelling both at sport and at their studies. 

• An Exam in English comprehension and a Mathematics Exam are 
held in May.

• Application forms are here tonight and will available next week on 
the website.

• Closing date is April 30th 4pm.

•  The winners will each receive an iPad and keyboard and the 
expectation is that they will continue to attain high grades, always 
do their best and support their chosen sport in St Mary’s CBS. 23



Two External Sports Scholarships
Winners each receive an Apple iPad and keyboard.
Both Applications available on our App on April 9th.

• Portlaoise Panthers Basketball Club 
supports

One 1st Year Scholarship 

• Portlaoise Rugby Club supports 

Two 1st Year Scholarships
24



Next August…on 
their Induction Day
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What happens 
on 
Induction
Day 
August 22nd?

• The lads meet  and bond with their Meitheal leaders, who will work 
with them closely,  especially over the first few weeks

• There will be a busy programme of activities, some sports, mapping, 
mixing with their classmates, etc.

• It is an ice breaker, it removes that first day ‘butterflies in the 
stomach’.

• When they go home at the end of that day, they will know a few of 
their classmates, have received their timetable and worked through 
their ‘map’ for the first few days - having found their classrooms by 
games and taking photographs of the doors etc.

• They will have formed bonds with their class group.

• It removes that ‘bewildered’ look first years used to wear in their 
early days! 26

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
it has become the best idea we ever had for helping students settle in !




What happens 
when school 
begins…

• Your son will do Induction Day with the 
Meitheal leaders on Monday August 18th , 
times to be decided.

• He will do IT training on Tuesday August 19th  
both on the school PC's and on their iPads.

• Their first day of school will be Wednesday 
20th August, 9.00 – 1.15.

• The school calendar for all further dates will 
be available on our App.

27

Some 
Dates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
it has become the best idea we ever had for helping students settle in !




SCHOOL 
TRANSPORT

The school office is not the place to contact 
when looking for bus information.              

Please see www.buseireann.ie for post primary 
school transport scheme information.   

If you are not eligible for school transport with 
Bus Eireann, there are private local operators 
such as Martleys, O'Briens, Dempseys, 
McCanns and others who provide paid private 
transport from various areas and housing 
estates. Please contact them directly.

28
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Making 
School 

Payments

• Payments can be made online 
through the School App by selecting 
Shop from the Menu.

• The larger payments (over €60) can 
also be made by pre-set installments 
on the App.

• School payments for everything 
can now be made, by card or cash, at 
the school office.
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Thank you for your time this 
evening

We look forward to working with 
you over the next 5-6 years.
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